Moving with Pets Checklist

Relocating with pets adds an extra layer of complexity to your move. To ensure that your furry
friends have a safe and stress-free transition to your new home, follow this comprehensive
checklist. This guide covers every step, from preparation to travel and settling in.

1. Preparation Before the Move

Schedule a Vet Visit

Obtain a copy of your pet’'s medical records.

o Ensure vaccinations are up to date.

o Discuss any concerns about travel or relocation.
O

O

o

Get a health certificate if required by your destination.
Ask for recommendations on pet-friendly practices in your new area.
Update Identification
o Ensure your pet’s ID tags are current with your new address and phone number.
o Update microchip information if applicable.
Research Local Pet Regulations
o Check local laws and regulations for pet ownership in your new area.
o Ensure compliance with breed restrictions, leash laws, or other pet-related rules.
Plan Your Moving Day
o Arrange for a pet-sitter on moving day to keep your pet calm and safe.
o If boarding your pet, make a reservation in advance.
Prepare a Travel Kit
o Include food, water, bowls, a leash, waste bags, medications, and comfort items.
o Pack a first-aid kit for pets.
Acclimate Your Pet to the Carrier
o Introduce your pet to the travel carrier gradually, making it a positive experience.
o Practice short trips in the carrier to reduce anxiety.

2. Moving Day

Keep Pets in a Quiet, Secure Area

o Designate a quiet room or secure area away from the chaos of moving.

o Ensure the room is escape-proof and equipped with your pet’s necessities.
Minimize Stress

o Keep your pet’s routine as consistent as possible.

o Provide familiar toys, blankets, or bedding to comfort your pet.
Transporting Your Pet

o Secure your pet in a carrier or crate during transport.

o Ensure the carrier is well-ventilated and comfortable.

o Never leave your pet in a parked vehicle.



3. Arrival at Your New Home

e Pet-Proof Your New Home
o Check the new home for hazards (e.g., exposed wires, toxic plants).
o Secure windows, doors, and balconies to prevent escape.
o Set up a designated space for your pet with familiar items.

e Help Your Pet Adjust
o Allow your pet to explore the new home gradually, starting with one room.
o Maintain their usual feeding and walking schedule.
o Be patient as they adjust to new surroundings.

e Monitor Health and Behavior
o Watch for signs of stress or iliness in the weeks following the move.
o If your pet is not settling in, consider consulting a vet or behaviorist.

4. Settling In

e Establish a Routine
o Stick to a regular feeding, walking, and playtime schedule.
o Reinforce training and set boundaries in the new home.
e Explore the Neighborhood
o Take your pet on short walks around the neighborhood to familiarize them with
new sights and smells.
o Locate nearby parks, vets, and pet stores.
e Introduce Your Pet to New People and Pets
o Gradually introduce your pet to new neighbors, pets, and surroundings.
o Monitor interactions to ensure positive experiences.

5. Post-Move Considerations

e Update Information
o Update your pet’s microchip and registration details with your new address.
o Register with a local vet and transfer your pet’'s medical records.
e Continue Monitoring
o Keep an eye on your pet’s health and behavior in the weeks and months after the
move.
o Address any signs of anxiety or discomfort promptly.

By following this checklist, you can help ensure that your pets have a smooth and stress-free
transition to their new home. Contact Packing Bees for a stress- free move!


https://packingbees.com/contact-us/

